MENTOR HIGH SCHOOL PTSA
MEETING MINUTES

September 5, 2007

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl McKinney at 7:00 p.m.  Members present were:  Cheryl McKinney, Judy Schulz, Cindy Drake, Joe Spiccia, Megan Sands, Annette Miller, Denise Kovatch, Barb Denton, Tanya Bencar, Cindy Blomstrom, Chris Dugandzic, and Colette Harden.
President’s Report:  Our focus this year will be on the transition of 9th graders to the high school to take place in school year 2008-2009.  There will be approximately 750 freshmen and 750 sophomores new to the high school building next year.  Efforts will be toward events to get new students and parents into the building.  Ideas would be a scavenger hunt to familiarize the students to the building; meanwhile, parents would receive “survival tips” for the first year at the high school.  We could have an ice cream social and spirit items raffled off.  It was suggested the event take place over two nights, Wednesday, April 9th and Thursday, April 10th.  Invitations would be sent out to the junior highs.

Fundraisers -- The PTSA will write a grant to Mentor Schools Foundation to help us out with 
                        transition events.



A dance in February, maybe the 15th?  We could have a couple of student 



bands play and make it informal (jeans and t-shirts).



Possibly a McDonald’s fundraiser.

We are still in need of a chairperson for the Scholarship Committee and also a chairperson for the bake sales.  

Recording Secretary:  The minutes of the meeting of May 16, 2007, were approved.  A thank you note from Christine Zielke was read.  Christine was a PTSA scholarship recipient last year.

Audit Report:  Judy Schulz reported that the audit committee met on August 15th.  All balances were correct.  A list of recommendations was given to Treasurer Cindy Drake.

Treasurer’s Report:  Cindy Drake reported the balance as of 9/5/07 is $3,538.25.  The treasurer’s report will be filed as written.  $102.50 for membership has been deposited so far this year.
Budget:  Cindy Drake presented the PTSA proposed budget for school year 2007-2008.  Denise Kovatch moved that the budget be approved and Megan Sands seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously.

LCC and Legislation Report:  Megan Sands reported that the Lake County Council PTA met on 9/4/07.  Six members from MHS PTSA were in attendance. 
Lynn Hawkins, Mentor Library Director, announced the library would have a levy on the ballot in March, 2008.  They will have “Books in a Bag” for $15 that teachers can use in their curriculum.

Library hours are still reduced.

Dr. Hoynes spoke about Mentor School District’s “Excellent Rating” designation on the State of Ohio’s performance index.

Mary Jo Stack, LCC President, advised units to focus on mission and the purposes in the bylaws and budgets.  If your unit’s membership is up 5% by October, your unit will be recognized.  There will be mini workshops at upcoming meetings for Treasurer, Membership, and Reflections.  

Legislation has changed for tax exempt organizations.  The rule of a maximum six sale days per year is no longer in effect. 
The LCC PTA collects donations from its member units for their scholarship fund.  Scholarships go to any Lake County student.  The question of our PTSA donating $30 to this fund was tabled until the October meeting.

2nd Vice President:  Joe Spiccia spoke about the planned activities to ease the transition of the 9th graders coming to the high school building next school year.  He would like the PTSA members to give building tours during the course of a school day starting in January.

The building looked fine for the beginning of the year.  92% of students picked up their schedules at distribution time.  

When asked about the parking lot repavement project for last summer, Mr. Spiccia reported that the repavement had to be put on hold because a new roof for the air conditioning was needed in the complete renovation of the I Wing.  $1,300,000 is being used from the sale money from Center Street and Reynolds Elementary Schools.  It will be a high tech education center; wood shop will become a home maintenance course.  Artifacts taken from the closed schools will be placed in the newly renovated I Wing (Center Street Lab and Reynolds Robotics Room).  The renovations will be completed by the beginning of next year.  

Membership:  Denise Kovatch reported our PTSA has 82 members so far compared to 51 last year.  Forms are available on-line.  Welcome back cover sheets invited the teachers to join MHS PTSA.  A Membership table will be set up at parent-teacher conferences.

Reflections:  Miss Kane, MHS art teacher, will chair the National PTA Reflections program at the high school.

Old Business:  None.

New Business:  Megan Sands spoke about a coffee fundraiser.  She will get more information on how to sell, etc., for our next meeting.  It was suggested that we could have this fund raiser during conferences in November.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  The next PTSA meeting will be on Wednesday, October 17th, in the Lower Learning Center.

Respectfully submitted,









Colette Harden

