‘ | Health for Life

Afier reading these two articles, on a sheet of notebook paper, write a paragraph on the following topic. Should doctors
perform face transplants for people who are disfigured? Make sure to create a topic sentence that explains vour opinion
and follow the topic sentence with 5 or 6 sentences of support.
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BY KAREN SPRINGEN
OR THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
whose faces have been disfig-
ured by third-degree burns or oth-
er injury, life often becomes an
endless series of painful opera-
tions. Surgery is performed to transfer skin
to the face from the hack, buttocks, thighs
or even scalp; to improve breathing; to en-
able patients to open and close their eves;
to restore facial expression. A few patients
have had as many as 120 operations. “It’s a
roller coaster. You're healing well, and then

Surgeons are ready to offer burn victims
entire faces from donors, but there are risks.

vou have to go in for another surgery,” says
Amy Acton, executive director of the Phoe-
nix Society for Burn Survivors.

Now burn victims can consider anath-
er option: a face transplant. Last week
French doctors performed
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stitutional review board last year approved
the experimental treatment, are interview-
ing potential patients who would receive
entire faces from donors. “At this stage, we
are planning face transplants only for
severely disfigured patients who have ex-
hausted all conventional options,” says
Maria Siemionow, director of plastic-

surgery research at the Cleveland Clinic.
The goal is to help burn victims look
normal and function as well as possible by
aiving them a just-deceased

the first partial procedure

person’s facial tissue. Patients

when theyv gave a brain-dead CONTENT: Hessel, will receive skin (but not the
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