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To Getting the Bomb?
AT NECESSARILY, UK DFERPIMNING THE CLIL-
rent air of crigis i uncertainty about how
soon Iran enuld manage bomb peoduction,
Waestem intelligence on the inlentions and
capabilities of nuclear_psplmanty is nodori-
musly unrelialde. Thus far, the e sy,
Tran has the knoadediga bul not the capas-
Iy b make weapons. o axperls say that
il Irnw's ensichsnent facilities became fully
aperational, they eould churn out enough
mestertal b construet two bombis & VEdL
John Megroponbe, Director of Noticnal Bn-
telligence, sald recdnthy that “Tran, if it con-
fimwes on ils current path, will likely have
the enpabiity to procuce o nuclens weapon
within the nest decads”™ What i already
worrisarmie is that orce lman has the feilg
maberial b make a boml, it would have
reaily ways Lo theeaten fo usa it In 2004
Trans imveiledd thee Shshab-1 suissile, with a
manpe lang enciagh 1o reach lsrsel and
southern Europe, At the military parace in
which it was fret shown, one of the mis-
silez carried the scrawl wire 1sRARL GFF
TIE MAP!

Far years Tran alternately hid jts ae-
Hivities ancl mogatiated with the West v
their scope. Over the past three yoars
bath sides have focussd an nclnuhhugl
confience rather ihan provoking con-
Erantation, bul these awrinrss have lntely
all bt vanished sl Trng's i reasingly
Provoeative |h haviai

Pl in vy sy Bl bt thast
woen matier,” she says, "W e
rninn rallied together and oy
cofied Wesdnm pioducts, They
iyt s thae ikt 1o dic Lt
o um. " s st s Roely, Bhough,
thal the nuclear diagute will prs.
eigen painy for Iran, by discouraging
Foripn imvesimen dnd puibing
e COUN [y CheseyaeT 0 ksodadion,
s Tirw eriticn. of Abmsdineiod's
it dater willirgt 100 sprash operly sy
Incendiany remarks have aln
Wirwerd Thir kranian :wmql,t::l
Tear that his hastile taetics will pig-
#l economic sanctions and the
ol & tondemnation rathey than
Bk inspoecl vl in preciph principle, whai Ah-
i sy b beautiful, B's
oo b 1S him saying iL,” s
Fupryar Sharifi, 41, amadintor
smanufaciuner, “ind the disturbing
Ahidg e Thead iU ofl ashos,
Espziti iy rsithing! heve bs: g

Ardor — passion; fiery intensity of feeling.
Secular — worldly rather than spiritual; not specifically relating to religion.
Ideologue - an advocate of a particular ideology, belief, or set of beliefs.
Escalating - to increase, enlarge, or intensify.
Provocative - tending to provoke, anger, or stimulate.

Adversary - an opponent, an enemy.

Incendiary - stirs up arguments; inflames; an agitator.

What Does
Iran Want?

THIAT DHCFICR O WIBOM YOL ALK, WILAT 1%
clear i that Iran has puisued a nuclear pro-
gram for docades, ovor since the LLS. frst
fed the Shalis appetite for resctors. Ex-
perts gonerally believe that Tehes has cov-
eted the Bomb as well, Under the Mickear
\nlqun.ll’rnlmu Treaty, signed by lmn in
1968, the country is begally entithed 1o build
reactors amll make auriched wronin fue]
a5 psouree of energy, as long ad it abicdes by
trenty males and albows the Intermational
Monide Eneijy Agency [IARA) o moansiog
what it & dolag. Iram has consgstendly de-
nigzl that it inlends 1o soale up fucl-gade
enriched uraniwm info the puner weaponm-
gradde eompenent of 2 bomb, Irandans say
thry have the same rights as other coun-
triess o technodopy and are jost looking out
for their long-lorm ey hitiare,

The troulde B almost o one belioves
that's all Iran is alter. Iran had concealed
clandesting offorts 1o make enriched
timnium Trom 1A inspectors for two
decatles, until its secrob lal a1 Natanz was
eapisei] by on exile oppasition group in
0L Tran eventisally swned ap (o the de-
ception, tellingg the 1ama that since the
West had denied Tran teaclors  for
decades, it had to go underground o Ise-
come seli-sullicient in fuel. The revela-
wons lexd the iaxs to put seals on lmm's
test centrifisges while Britain, Franoe and
{.‘-crmm:-}'lrim| I iwegabiale guarantecs that
Iran's nuelear program could never be
shifted to weapons production—an effort
that the ULS. backed after initial hesita-
tion. But those flks collopsed in Jamsry
when Imn refused 1o abamndon ils insis-
tence that it relaim the rights 1o proceed
wilh enrichment. The Iranians broke the
seals an their most sonsitive equipmaont
and vowed o press aheacl. Apcording to
diplomats and 115, afficials, oxperts from
the 1aka lsve reported that Iran i on the
verge of msembling and apemting a 164-

cenfrifuge caseade, machinery that has
peaceful applications but ean also even-
tunlly be nzed to make fusl for a bomb.
T this dlay, Iramian ilfickals nssert that
thrir ymnmim-enrichmen activities are
purely far energy of research purposes
rather than military enes, “There's ma plase
o nuclear weapoass in our nalional secuari-
ty doctrine)” Larijani lold Tise. He points
oul Hul Siproioe Leader Aymtullab Al
Khamenel has isued a fabwa forbéddim:
the use of oucler weapons, But sach
elaims wese undermined again in Janunry
when the iata reparted an administrative
limk between a uranlam-corversion pro-
pranm kpown ns Green Salt ond efforts o

wespomnioe misilea that, Tor the Brst time,
appeared to ghew an aftempt to harness
thr nauchear program for mmilitary uTpOses.

Elicit - to call forth, draw out, or provoke (a reaction, for r_"*-;umplc}
Condemnation - an expression of strong disapproval; pronouncing as wrong,
Underpinning - support or foundation.
Aspirant - one who aspires, as to advancement, honars, or o high position; Seeking distinction or advancement.
Notoriously - known widely and usually unfavorably, mifamouns,
Fissile - capable of undergoing nuclear fission; possible to split
Caoveted - to wish for longingly.
Clandestine - kepl or done in secret, often in order to conceal an illicil or improper purpose.
Fatwa - a legal opinion or ruling issued by an Islamic scholar.



