1943: Konnedy Assassinafion. (i the momng of Movember
22, fomy-mx-year-old Proudent John F. Kennedy wa en route
froom Fore Waorth vo Drallss, Texa, aboard Awr Foree Ome. Tt was
has first vidar o Texas, s poliocally infucnnal sare, since winnmg
the 1960 preudental elsction. Dunng the brief faght, he worked
on the speech he planned to debver followang a ten-mile preu-
dential moorcade through the eiry,

Mesnwhile, an ex-marine sharpthooter who had once at-
tempied to defeet vo Rusna was abo prepanng for Kennedy's
motorcade. Lee Harvey Ohwald, twenry-four yean old, wa
working a1 3 filing clerk st the Texs School Book Diepositary,
Ipcated in downtown Dallas along whar would be the route of
FKennedy's motorcade, (rswald had been affiliated with 3 namber
of kefi=-wing causes, mehiding a pro-Castro group, and ths mom=
ing armved fof work earmying a package wrapped inconspicwoushy
in brown paper. Inside was 5 dosssembled high-powered nfle,
complete with telescopic nght.

Later that momang, Owwald made hoy way to the depoaitony™s
sixgh fleor. There he rearrangged cardboand camona 1o crcale 3 spot
where he would be hadden from view but would stll have a cleas
kne of ught on the passing motorcade.

The movarcade por wnder way st 11:55 s, movang slowly
throwgh the Dallss soeen, Kepnedy's bmowsne, 3 large blue
Lincoln Continental convernble, was wade open wo the sunny
[allis weathet, a protectuve clear plasne bubble had been brought
0 case of fany weather, bur was not peeded. The Kennedy car
was preceded and followed by numerous other vehicles in the
motorcade, ncluding police motoreyele escorts and can filled
wath sccunry people, polincian, and jourmalin., Texa Governor
John Connally and his wife enjoyed che honor of riding with the
president and M Jacqueline Kennedy.

Increasmgly large erowds of cheenng spectaton greeeed the
motorcade a8 i approached the center of Dallst. People stood
rwelve-deep on the udewalks while othen cheered and waved
from open windows, At omes people pushed onto the street o
get a better look, forcing the motorcade 1o an even slower pace.
Twiee the preudent angeeed his Secrer Semvace agenan by wopping
1w shake hands with children along the way.

Whale worken at the book depoutory left for lunch or to get
a look 3t the prosisdent, Oswald sbpped sway o his sixth-fodr
vantage point to wast for the motorcade o approach, There he
armbled the nfle, loaded st, and took aim 3t the wureet below

1t was 12:30 when the motorcade paved the book depossiory
and rurned left, raveling ar barely cleven miles per hour. Cheer-
ing crowds prompied the governor’s wife, Mellie, o remark,
“You surely can't @y Dalas doesn’t bove you, Mr. Preadent,”
Smuling, Kennedy responded, “Moa, vou can't ™

Kennedy had pust raised his asm o wave when suddenly nfic
show rang ow fom the bulding above, The fus buller pene-
trated the back of the proadent’s neck and paised through him o

-

hit Connally, who wa injured in the nbs, lung, and wnn. The
president grabbed his throat just a1 the second bulles hut, reaning
away the back of his skull. Jacqueline Kennedy sereamed, “Oh,
ol just as he fell, lifeless, oo her lap.

A bodyguard mwamly polled Mn Kennedy down and
shuelded her from further gunfice as the car sped away, beaving the
confured and hysterical onlooken behind. A: Parkland Memoral
Hespial, docton med vainly to save the presdent, giving ham
transfisions, oxygen, and ancsthesia, but it was too Lie, Ar 1:00
P, he was declared dead.

Diallas pobice quickly discovered the rifle and ammuniton clip
that (hwald had left behind and obtained 3 dewcripoon of him
from wimeciscs. Oswald was arrested within two houn, but not
before he shot and killed 3 policeman who had tried to stop hum
for questoning,

Chwald was charged with the two murders, but he did nos live
to stand tmial. Twa days later, 33 Oawald was being tramferred to
the counsy jail, 3 Dallas nightchsb owner named Jack Buby
stepped from the crowd and shot him dead, Oswald's murder
only sdded to speculatiom sbout the magic asasination of
Kennedy, which, despite variows rumon of plots snd cicaped
accomplices, the Warren Commission finally ascribed 1o Oswald
alane. In the 1980k, however, reporns surfsced mdicasng the
asamination may have been engineered by Cuban leader Fidel
Castro, reportedly in retaliagon for 3 failed LS -backed atternpt
an hi bife,



