The Vietnam War: C Company, U5 11th Intaniry
Brigade Pacfy My Lai, 16 March 1968
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eicd of the M}'Llllmmﬂ'rﬂnﬂthrrﬂ* aereil Movember 1969,

i Arey imvestigation of the meident had begun m Sepremther
196K, [ieutermant William Calley was comr-marhalled for the
mirder of 109 Vietnemese cavilians.

West, a squad leader i & platoon commanded by Lisurenant Jeltrey
La Cros, followed Calley's platoon into My Lai, ‘Everyone was
shoating, he sad. "Some of the hun were tarched. Same of the
yanigans [young soldicrs] were shootng kads." In the confusion, he
claima, it was hard 10 tell ‘marma-sans from papa-sani’, since both
wore black pyjamas and conical hate He and his squad heiped
round up the women and children. When one of his men protested
that '] can't shoot these people’, West told him to e 3 group ovey
16 Captain Medina, On the way out of the village, Wewt recalls
seetng a ditch filled warh dead and dying civilians, Has platoon alse
passed 3 erying Vietnamese bov, wounded in both a beg and an arm.
West heard a Gl agk, “What about him?' Then tee hizsrd = shot and
the boy fell. “The kid didn't do anything,” said West, ‘He didn't
have a weapon’. ..

Another soldier in the group lollowing Calkey”s was 5P4 Warnado
Simpson, rwenty-two. ‘Everyone who went into the willage had in
mind to kill," he says, ‘We had lost 3 Jot of buddaes and it was a Vi
stronghold, We considered them either W or helping the V. Fla
plaroon approached from the left flank. “As 1 camme up on the village
there was & woman, 3 man and a child funning away from n
towards some huts, 5o 1 wold them in their language o stop, and
they didn't, and | had orders 10 shoot them down and | did this.
This is what | did. | shot them, the lady and the linle boy. He was

hout rwo years old.”

A detafled account came from Paul David Meadlo, twengy-two, 3
member of Calley's platoon . . . Meadlo says his group ran through
My Lai, herding men, women, children and babics into the cenitre
of the village — “like a lirzhe island’.

“Licatenant Calley came over and said, “You know whar 10 do
with them, don't you?™ And | sasd, *Yes.” And he lefr and came
hack about ren minutes later, and said, “How come you ain's killed
them yet?™ And | 1old him that | didn't think he wanted us to kill
thesn, that he just wanted us to guard thermn, He said, Mo, [ want
thern dead ™ 5o he started shooting them, And he told me to ssn
shooting. | poured about foor clips |68 shaots] inte them. | might
have killed ven or fificen af them. -

4o we stared 1o gather moge people, and wr kad abour seven of
exght, and we put them in the hootch Thut] and then we dropped 2
hand grenade in there with them. And then they had about seventy
10 seventy-five peoplc all gathered up by a ravine, 50 we threw ours
ini with them and Lisutenant Calley told me, “Peadln, we got
another job to do.* And so he walked over to the peaple, and he
started pushing them off and started shooning, We just pushed them
all off and just started wsing automatics an them.”

According 10 SPS Jay Roberts, the rampagng Gls were ot
interessed solely in killing, although that sesmed foremost i their
minds. Robers told Life, *Just oumide the villape there was this big
piie of bodies. This really tiny kid —he had enly a shirt on, nothing
else — Toe came over o the pile and held the hand of one of the dead.
One of the Gls behind me dropped into a kneeling poston thirty
metres from this kid and killed ham with a single shot.” Robers zlso
watched while troops accosted 3 group of women, including a

teenage girl, Tie girl was abous thireen, wesning black pyjamas: "A
Gl grabbed the gl and with the help of others maned stopping
hes,” Roberms related. 'Ler's see what she's made of," a soldeer said.
W hoom-boosn,” another said, weliing the thineen-year-old gid
that she was a whare for the Vietcong. *I'm harny,” said a thord, As
they weret aripping the giel, wirth bodies and burmng TR |
around them, the pirl's mother tied w help her, scraiching and
dlawing ai the soldiers.

Connnued Roberts: *Another Vietnamese woman, afraid for her
own safery, tried to stop the woman from objeamg. One soldies
kicked the mather, and another slapped her up 3 bin. Haeberlr [che
photographer| jumped in to ke a picture of the proup of women.
The picrure shows the thirees-year-cid girl hudang behind ber
mathes, trying to button the top of her pyjamas. When they noticed
Ron, they left off and rumed away as if everything was normal.
Then a soldier asked, " Well, wha:Tl we do with ‘em?*" “kill 'em,”
angaher answered. | heard an Mé0 po off, a light machine-gun, and
when we turned a1l of them and the kids with them were dead.”
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