wnat was tne Yietnam war ail anouts

In the 5. .plest terms, the long conflict in Southeast Asia was foughl
over the unification of Communist North Vietnam and non-Communist
South Vietnam. The two countries had been set up in 1954, Prior to
that, all of Vietnam was part of the French colony of Indochina. But in
1946, the Vietnamese fought the French for control of their own coun-
try. The United States provided financial support to France, but the
French were ultimately defeated in 1954. Onee France had withdrawn
its troops, an intermational conference was convened in Geneva to
decide what should be done with Vietnam. The country was divided
aloeng the 17th parallel into two partitions, which were not intended to
be permanent. But the elections that were supposed to unify the parti-
tions were never held. Ho Chi Minh took power in the north while
Emperor Bao Dai, for a while, ruled the south,

But the Communist government in the north oppesed the non-Commu-
nist government of South Vietnam and believed the country should stifl
be umited. The North Vietnamese supported anti-government groups in
the south and over time, stepped up aid to those groups. These Commu-
nist-trained South Vietnamese were known as the Viet Cong. Between
1957 and 1965, the Viet Cong struggled against the South Vietnamese
government, But in the mid-1960s, North Vietnam initiated a large-
scale troop infiltration into South Vietnam and the fighting became a
full -Nedged war.

Chima and the Soviet Union provided the North Vietnamese with mili-
tary equipment, but not manpower. The United States provided both
equipment and troops to non-Communist South Vietnam in its strug-
gle with the Viet Cong and North Vietnam. By 1969, there were more
than half a million American troops in South Vietnam. This policy was
controversial back in America, where protests to involvement in the
Vietnam War continued until the last of the American troops were
brought home in 1973, In January of that vear, the two sides had agreed
to a cease-fire, but the fighting broke out again after the American
ground troops left, On April 30, 1975, South Vietnam surrendered to
Morth Vietnam and the war, which had lasted nearly two decades,
ended. North Vietnam unified the countries as the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam.

For its part, the North Vietnamese called the conflict a “war of national
liberation”: They viewed the long struggle as an extension of the earlier
struggle with France. They also perceived the war to be another attempt
bv a foreign nower (this time the [nited Statesh ta rule Vietnam
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Why did the United States get involved In Vietnam?

The policy of invelvement in the Vietnam conflict began when President
Harry 8§ Trurman provided U.S. support to the French in their struggle to
retain control of Vietnam (then part of French Indochina) in the mid-
19505, Washington believed that in the Cold War era, the United States
must come te the assistance of any country threatened by Communism.
Truman's successors in the White Housze, Dwight D, Eisenhower. John E.
Kennedy, and Lyndon B. Johnson, also believed in this school of
thought, fearing a domino-effect among neighboring nations—Iif one
fell, they'd all fall.



